
NORTHWEST 

ORNAMENTAL 

HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 

Vol. 3 - No. 2 Summer 1976 

THE HORTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 

As part of Seattle's Juan de Fuca Bi¬ 

centennial Celebration, the Northwest 

Ornamental Horticultural Society is hold¬ 

ing its annual plant sale June 2nd, 3rd 

and 4th, 9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. each day, 

at the I.B.M. Building Plaza. This 

greatly enlarged sale will combine our ANNUAL JUNE FERN SALE and our ANNUAL FALL 

SALE This Year Only. Stock of plant material will be replenished daily. 

There will be new introductions and features in every department. Among 

the 6,000 ferns available to you this year, you will find . 

POLYSTICHUM KRUCKEBERGII 

Sue Olsen, Bellevue, Washington 

Polystichum kruckebergii is an endemic alpine fern so rare that I consider 

it a prime candidate for the endangered species list. It is evergreen with 

narrow medium-green 8 inch fronds prominently toothed and imbricate although as 

with all ferns less imbricate in shade. 

The fern was discovered in the mid-1960's when Warren H. Wagner, Jr., a 

nationally recognized fern specialist from Michigan, visited the Pacific North¬ 

west to research polystichums. (We are richly endowed not only with species 

but with their hybrids. His home state has exactly one species.) Wagner was 

hosted here by his old friend and former college classmate, Arthur R. Kruckeberg, 

Chairman of the Botany Department at the University of Washington. Art produced 

an interesting little fern from the eastern Olympic Mountains which indeed was 

a new hybrid and was subsequently named by Wagner in Kruckeberg's honor. Sta¬ 

tions have since been discovered on Mt. Adams, and in Idaho, Oregon, Utah and 

British Columbia. 

Wagner considers Polystichum kruckebergii a hybrid between P. lonchitis and 

P. mohrioides. The combined parental imprint shows in the toothiness of 

lonchitis with the broader pinnae of mohrioides. It is most likely to be con¬ 

fused with yet another Polystichum - P. scopulinum. P. scopulinum is larger 

which is no help when inspecting two similar babies. In this case they may be 

identified by counting teeth. (Open wide!) P. kruckebergii usually has six 

marginal teeth while P. scopulinum has twelve. 
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Polystichum kruckebergii 

Polystichum mohrioides and P. lonchitis are notoriously difficult plants 

(many rock ferns are) for rain-beset lowland gardens. Their progeny is not easy 

either but easier. Given proper conditions they will be handsome and permanent 

in the garden. Native to rocky crevices and talus, they adapt best to open 

ground cultivation in part sun, root cooled by rocks. Good drainage is 

essential. The Kruckebergs grow their P. kruckebergii on the western side of 

the house silhouetted against driftwood. It has grown successfully there for 

many years. I like it combined with Penstemon rupicola, Selaginella densa and 

other montane ferns. 

All the Polystichum kruckebergii on the market are spore grown. Such 

plants are considerably more accommodating than collected alpines ever are. In 

fact, there's little excuse for bringing anything other than spores home from 

mountain collecting trips. 

Virtually unobtainable two years ago, a good supply will be available at 

the upcoming Horticultural Festival. ^ 
« . 

Illustration: Mareen S. Kruekeberg 

RHODODENDRONS 

Ann Herron, Bellevue, Washington 

For our Bicentennial Celebration, we will be introducing 

two new hybrids, a red and a blue. Both were hybridized and 

selected by Hjaimer Larson and are registered with the Ameri¬ 

can Rhododendron Society. Available in limited quantities, 

these two rhododendrons will be for sale to the public only 

on June 2nd, 3rd and 4th. The NOHS has exclusive sale rights 

for one year. 

Rhododendron 'Juan de Fuca' is a real blue, a June bloomer, with a large 

flowering truss which does not fade. The leaves are large, shiny green. Height 

is about six feet in ten years. The parentage is R. ponticum x R. 'Blue Jay', 

a selected R. ponticum seedling. 

Rhododendron 'Sea-Tac' is said to be the best williamsianum hydrid yet. It 

is a cross between R. 'Moser's Maroon' and williamsianum. A low, sun-lover, R. 

'Sea-Tac' has chocolate brown buds and new growth, beautiful foliage and deep 

red flowers. It is hardy to 0 . 

The Rhododendron section will have many other hybrids to choose from. 

Among the reds will be 'Markeeta's Prize', 'Scarlet Wonder', 'Vulcan's Flame' 

and 'Hafdan Lem'; among the whites 'Lucy Lou', 'Ice Cube' and 'Maricee'; among 

the blues 'Ocean Lake', 'Ramapo' and 'P.J.M.'; yellows will include 'Hello 

Dolly', 'Golden Wit', 'Aristocrat' and 'Ostobo's Low Yellow'; pinks include 

'Isabel Pierce', 'Edward Dunn' and 'Flora Markeeta'. 

There will also be many hard to obtain species including Rhododendron 

keleticum, R. impeditum, R. schlippenbachii, R. yakusimanum, R. lutescens FCC, 

R. kiusianum. Both evergreen and deciduous azaleas will be well represented 

in the department. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS 

Featuring 

Available for the first time - we will have choice French hybrid grapes for 

wine making and eating. One or more of these grapes can be treated as an orna¬ 

mental addition to your garden as well as an opportunity for you to make your 

own wind or grow your own table grapes. 

Vineyard planting is done on a large scale by planting bare-rooted year old 

plants in quantity. However, we will have available all of the two-year old 

field grown French hybrids proven hardy in the Northwest. These plants have 

been potted for the brief period of time necessary for handling at our sale and 

for ease in planting. 

FRENCH HYBRID WINE GRAPES 

For Red Wine 

Foch (Kuhlmannl88-2) 

An extra early variety. Clusters and berries below medium in size, black. 

Vines are vigorous. Long pruning recommended. 

Millot (KuhlmannI94-2) 

Vine vigorous, and fruit much like Fosh. Early. 

Seyve Villard 5247 

Early. Hardy and healthy. Relatively weak in pigment. Fermented on the 

skins it produced a fine rose. May be combined with other grapes of more 

pigment for red red wine. Half-long pruning. The free-run juice of its 

crushed grapes may be fermented separately to make a white wine. 

Seibel 13053 Cascade 

Ripens with Foch. Vigorous and hardy. Heavy producer of superior wine, 

rather light in color, which blends well with Foch or Millot. Also makes 

a fine rose. 

For White Wine 

Seibel 5279 (Aurora) 

Very early, vigorous, hardy and productive. 

Seibel 13047 
Early. Good vigor, disease free, good producer. Half-long pruning. 

Seyve-Villard 5276 (Seyval) 

Early. Medium vigor, highly productive. Short pruning. 

All of these grapes have ripened well and consistently here in Kenmore. 

Interlaken 

White table grape. 

Alden 
Red table grape and also for wine. 
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BONSAI 

Jane Blogg, Seattle, Washington 

For the Bonsai section of the Horticultural 

Festival, we were able to obtain a few Carpinus 

caroliniana (American hornbeam) which had been 

pruned and shaped from the seedling stage. They 

are young, 12 inches to 15 inches in height, well 

branched and on their way to being fine bonsai. 

Although the leaves normally are rather large 

they will reduce satisfactorily within a year or 

two in pots. The catkins are three to four inches 

long but may not develop until the trees are more 

mature. 

Since Carpinus caroliniana are hardy from 

zone three southward, they will thrive in our 

Pacific Northwest climate. 

Each plant in the bonsai section has been 

carefully, individually selected. Among the 

outstanding plant material we have an excellent assortment of maples, Betula 

nana and Syringa velutina (palibiniana) almost in bloom at time of writing. 

WHAT'S NEW IN THE COLLECTOR'S CORNER 

Sallie D. Allen, Seattle, Washington 

We are continuously in search of new and interesting plant material for 

the gardens of our discriminating collectors in the Pacific Northwest. This 

year we are delighted to be able to introduce for the first time many fascin¬ 

ating plants; some so amenable to cultivation that one wonders why they are not 

readily available; and others that will challenge the abilities of our most 

sophisticated collectors. The following are but a few of the rare treasures 

you will find in the Collector's Corner. 

Gunnera monoica (Haloragaceae), is a delightful mat-forming creeper from 

New Zealand. The leaves are arranged in tidy rosettes; monecious (having 

separate male and female flowers on the same plant); fruit usually white in 

tight clusters. It is said to require moist rich soil in sun. 

Pieris japonica 'Bisbee Dwarf' (Ericaceae), without doubt the most appeal¬ 

ing dwarf Pieris we've ever seen. Leaves are lanceolate, rich green, one inch 

long and h inch wide, slightly twisting and densely arranged on short upright 

branches. We do not know the ultimate height or flowering habit. 

Hudsonia ericoides and H. tomentosa (Cistaceae), are interesting small 

shrubs native to eastern North America; leaves scale-like, flowers solitary, 

appearing as little yellow stars at the tips of the branches. In the wild 

they grow in poor sandy soil, often pure beach sand. Give them gritty well 

drained poorish soil in sun. 
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What's New in the Collector's Corner 

The writer has been consistently indifferent toward the possible virtues 

of any plant of the Umbelliferae family. It took exposure to the dwarf alpine 

species of Aciphylla of New Zealand to produce a complete about face. They 

are fascinating! They.form rosettes, some stiff and dense (A. spedenii), 

some loose and flexible (A. polita) and some resemble miniature palms, (A. 

similis). Their habit is perfect symmetry, differing leaf color and structure, 

height one to three inches, all characteristics to make them highly desirable 

for trough or rock garden. These notes are descriptive of the seven species of 

Aciphylla we will offer in the Collector's Corner this year. 

Celmisia bellidioides, (Compositae), one of the very choicest of the New 

Zealand daisies, is distinctive from all other celmisias. It is a creeping 

plant forming rosettes of small succulent leaves. The dark green mat-forming 

foliage will contract delightfully with the white daisies on short slender 

pedicels. It requires a cool spot, preferably damp. 

S . D . A. 

GARDENS OF THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION 

Dorothy Hussey, Seattle, Washington 

A native plant area has been planned for a sloping site between the Gov¬ 

ernor's Mansion and the Capitol Building in Olympia. This area is now being 

planted and should be completed by the end of April. Ann Herron is the North¬ 

west Ornamental Horticultural Society representative on the landscape committee 

for the Governor's Mansion. Members of NOHS have contributed plants that were 

taken to Olympia and planted by the contractor. 

There will be a tea at the Mansion on October 7th so plan to go to Olympia 

that afternoon. The Mansion will be open for tours and some of the best flower 

arrangers in the state will have their work on display in a placement show in 

the Mansion at that time. Tours of the newly completed parts of the garden 

will also be conducted. Further details will be announced in September. 
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BAY 
BUILDING COMPLEX: Administration, 

group offices, labs, class/meeting 

rooms, herbarium, library, greenhouses. 

B. NURSERY FUNCTIONS: Propagation, hold¬ 

ing, lath house, outplantings. 

C. RESEARCH COLLECTIONS: Controlled botanic 

research, hardiness testing, landfill re¬ 

clamation studies, parts of the teaching 

collections. 

D. TEACHING COLLECTIONS: Mature trees, formal 

aid to teaching/learning. 

E. PUBLIC FUNCTIONS: Interpretive research displays, 

visitor amenities. 

F. ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH; Managed grassland, wildlife 

habitat, interdisciplinary biologic field studies. 

G. UNMANAGED WILDLIFE AREA: Original and emerging wet¬ 

lands, to remain undisturbed. 

* TYPICAL RESEARCH SITES: Landfill dynamics, water quality, 

vegetative response/adaptation/succession, environmental 

stress. 
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UNION BAY: THE NEXT STEPS 

Tuesday, March 30th marked an important milestone in the progress of the 

Union Bay Teaching and Research Arboretum. The University of Washington 

Architectural Commission, representing faculty, staff, students and nationally 

prominent architects and landscape architects, unanimously passed a resolution 

endorsing and encouraging the proposed Master Plan. 

i 

This positive step by the Commission paves the way for completion of the 

Master Plan in early June, for action by the University Advisory Committee on 

the Arboreta. The Committee members' past and continuing support of the Plan is 

expected to be followed by a strong endorsement when their recommendation is 

forwarded to the University staff for action. 

Further reviews are necessary. The Capital Construction Board and the 

University Budget Committee must examine the proposal and advise the President 

before he may take any action to release available University funds. At that 

point, limited development can begin at Union Bay. The Master Plan is suffi¬ 

cient to inaugurate some work, but no major construction can begin without 

further soils engineering analyses. With this information in hand, final, 

detailed site planning studies could be made, and Design Development of plant 

facilities and buildings would be possible. 

A preview of the final plan will be available at the Horticultural Festival, 

June 2, 3, 4 from 9:30 to 5:30. Sponsored by the Northwest Ornamental Horticul¬ 

tural Society, and the Downtown Seattle Development Association, this festival 

will be located at the IBM Building, Seattle-First National Bank Building, 

Seattle Public Library and Plymouth Congregational Church. The University of 

Washington Arboretum is an exhibitor in this exciting enterprise, and their 

display will be located in the IBM Building lobby, adjacent to the N.O.H.S. 

plant sale. 

The exhibit, prepared by Jones and Jones, will discuss the nature and 

role of an arboretum, illustrating the theme with examples from the various 

"campuses" of the University of Washington Arboretum: Washington Park, Pack 

Forest and Union Bay. 

All arboreta, regardless of size, sponsorship and budget, share some basic 

elements: people, places and plants. These are the raw materials for the four 

fundamental activities of any arboretum: Teaching, Research, Public Service/ 

Display and Stewardship. Projects falling into all four of these categories are 

presently being conducted at Washington Park and Pack Forest. The addition of 

Union Bay will allow expansion and advancement of all these efforts. 

It should be emphasized that Union Bay is not planned as a substitute for 

Pack Forest or Washington Park. Each of the three facilities is inherently 

suited for emphasizing one or more of the four basic activities. Each one, in 

turn, will become a vital inter-connecting link in the Arboretum as a whole. 

Centralized Administration and pooled resources (library, laboratories, herbarium, 

classrooms, propagation facilities, etc.) will lead to the greatest results from 

limited resources. 

The next steps are really up to you: visit the display at the Horticultural 

Festival in June, and ask questions about the Master Plan; walk the site at Union 

Bay and experience the diversity and opportunity present there; talk to people, 

and let the University and the public share your enthusiasm. This project is for 

people and plants, but the people will make it happen. 
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VACCINIUM PARVIFOLIUM, THE WILDMAN OF THE GARDEN 

Allen Dale Terrill, Seattle, Washington 

Vaccinium parvifolium (red huckleberry) is a member of the Ericaceae or 

heath family which has about 70 genera and approximately 2,000 species. This 

family is made up of ground covers, sub-shrubs, shrubs and small trees furnish¬ 

ing many fine ornamentals, one of which V. parvifolium. 

It grows in the Northern Hemisphere and is native to Washington state as 

well as the Pacific Northwest. Vaccinium parvifolium is thought of as the 

'Wildman of the Garden' due to its free-seeding nature. Few gardeners grow 

V. parvifolium for fruit or its ornamental joy since the comment I often hear 

is, "Well, I grew up with it in the woods." 

Vaccinium parvifolium foliage is rather lacy in appearance when the plant 

is viewed as a whole, yet it is informal due to its open nature of growth. 

Leaves are oval, alternate, deciduous, 1/2 to 3/4 inch long with an even margin. 

Leaf color is an exciting green, warm and light. If planted in the shade the 

plant will retain this spring-fresh look all season. The flowers are bell-shaped 

and displayed in clusters, appearing in April through May. Their color is green¬ 

ish or whitish, a quiet pleasure; one that is harmonious with the native garden. 

The flowers are excellent in arrangements but I would warn against over¬ 

pruning in that it creates a squat look to the plant and this somewhat destroys 

its wild appearance. If you are growing Vaccinium parvifolium in a tub as a 

specimen plant I recommend that you clean the trunk of twigs to let its lines 

be clearly defined, for the stems become poetic and bent. 

The clear red berries are a joy to eat or view. They present quite a show. 

Tart to the taste, the berry is excellent in jams or jellies. As for myself, it 

is hard not to denude the shrub of berries for the mere pleasure of eating them 

even though its eye appeal is great when the berries are on. 

Vaccinium parvifolium is a slow grower of 4 to 6 feet and is an excellent 

companion due to its general garden kindness since it is not invasive. 

Winter allows Vaccinium parvifolium to display itself in a regal manner. 

The twigs are as green as its summer foliage and sharply angular. However, buds 

and tips of twigs are red and swollen in anticipation of the spring to come. The 

branch pattern is interesting due to its thin, gracefully spreading top, often in 

cascade. This winter silhouette is an added asset since the pattern is ribbed 

and somewhat horizontal. 

Cultural requirements are simple: ample moisture, acid soil (i.e. leaf 

mold, peat moss or ground bark as a ground cover). Vaccinium parvifolium is a 

planting which is a must in any woodland garden. It mixes with all our native, 

cool forest plants or can be mass planted with evergreens to create a dramatic 

effect. 

Although often found in cool coastal forest, for it enjoys shade, it is 

also found at forest edge near an open area. Its famous perch is an old stump 

in the midst of tall timber. 
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CEANOTHUS VELUTINUS var. LAEVIGATUS 

Elmyra Nelson, Seattle, Washington 

Early in the 1950's, to land¬ 

scape a dry, sunny slope we chose 

native shrubs that require a raini- 

mum of water. One of the shrubs 

planted, a Ceanothus velutinus var. 

laevigatus rescued from a bulldozer 

near Sea-Tac Airport, has grown so 

large as to dominate the planting. 

It has reached a spread of about 

37 feet, a height of 15 feet and the 

trunk base is 14 inches in diameter. 

The smooth, green branches twist 

upward and carry the thick, glossy 

leaves in clusters at the ends. These 

are characteristically 3-veined, about 2 

inches long and slightly gummy. Near June 

the soft, whitish flowers are like plumes on 

the tips of the branches that cascade toward the 

ground with a delicious fragrance. Passers-by stop 

to ask its identity. 

Ceanothus velutinus 

But perhaps its most desirable quality is that its 

sprawling growth habit has made it a favorite 'jungle-gym' 

for a succession of neighborhood children. 

Illustration: 

Mareen S. Kruekeberg 

SOLDANELLA 

Altha Miller, Issaquah, Washington 

Soldanella alpina, a charming small member of the Primulaceae family, is 

found in the European Alps. The round leaves form a neat low clump with the 

funnel shaped flowers, one to three to each stem, held well above. The deep 

lavender, fringed bells are a beautiful and welcome sight in early spring. 

It is of easy culture in moist, cool, humusy soil in some shade. Like primulas, 

they need to be divided every few years. Fresh seed is needed for good germin¬ 

ation. 

Soldanella villosa is similar to S. alpina but has somewhat hairy leaves 

and stems. It is also found in Europe in the Pyrenees and is easier of cul¬ 

tivation than S. alpina. It is a larger plant than S. alpina with longer 

flower stems and more open bell-shaped flowers. S. villosa slowly creeps about, 

eventually forming a large mat which can be easily divided. For a choice part 

of the garden it would make a beautiful, neat groundcover. 
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N.O.H.S. EVENTS AND NEWS 

"THE HORTICULTURAL FESTIVAL" 

Featured during Seattle's "Juan de Fuca Bicentennial 

Celebration", May 29 - June 6. 

9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. Open to the Public. 

Place: The IBM Building Plaza, Sea-First Building, Seattle 

Public Library, Plymouth Congregational Church, and 

CalBank Building. 

Purpose: To present as extensively as possible the entire 

concept of horticulture as it exists in the coastal 

Northwest and its inter-relationship with those 

inhabiting the metropolitan center of Seattle. 

There will be plant sales, educational displays by 

local, national and international horticultural 

societies, exhibit presentation by our public agencies 

and much more I 

Co-Sponsored by: 

The Northwest Ornamental Horticultural Society 

and 

The Downtown Seattle Development Association 

Thursday 

Field Trip: Tour of Pack Forest with Dr. Dale W. Cole. 

Please Note this is a change of date. 

Cards with further information will be sent 

to all members. 



N.O.H.S. EVENTS AND NEWS 

August 2 Monday 8:00 P.M. - Open to the Public - $1.00 Admission 

Lecture: "High Alpines of New Zealand" 

Speaker; Mr. James R. LeComte, Ashburton, New Zealand. 

Mr. LeComte is the proprietor of Alouette Nursery 

featuring New Zealand native plant material. He 

has travelled extensively throughout the mountains 

of his native land, studying and selecting those 

plants of ornamental value. Mr. LeComte is an 

authority on the genus Aciphylla and well known as 

a writer and lecturer. 

Place: Room 210, Kane Hall 

University of Washington Campus 

Ample parking in Kane Hall. 

A card will be sent to members. 

***** 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

BORLAND, James 4456 Whitman Ave. N. 622-6094 

Seattle 98103 

CROSS, James E. Box 730 

Cutchogue, N.Y . 11934 

CRUEA, Mrs. Gary L. (Rosemary) 3407 - 228th Ave. S.E. 392-7166 

Issaquah 98027 

HARRIES, Miss Jane 10254 Waters Ave. S . 725-9540 

Seattle 98178 

HILTON, Mrs. Marie 10400 - 56th Ave. S. 722-1462 

Seattle 98178 

JEPSON, Mrs. Frank (Hazel) 7315 Holly Hedge Lane 588-7506 

Tacoma 98499 

LEUTHY, Coleman S. 2455 Lake Washington Blvd. E. 322-2554 

Seattle 98112 

PEHIT, Mrs. Lester (Marian) 890 N.W. Elford Drive 362-5302 

Seattle 98177 

POWELL, Mrs. Evelyne 16217 - 39th N.E. 362-8759 

Seattle 98155 

RUMMEL, Mrs. Corwin (Enid) Rt. 6, Box 347 871-0404 

Port Orchard 98366 

WELLS, Mrs. Donna Lee 1300 Broadmoor Drive E. 324-1454 

Seattle 98112 
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